
Dave Consiglio, April 18, 2016 

How can our calendar be re-designed to be more convenient and scientific? 
 
Ah, decimal time. In the time system proposed (primarily) by the French, we would have had 1000 seconds in 
an hour, 100 minutes in an hour, and 10 hours in a day, 10 days in a week, and 10 months in a year. But it could 
have done nothing to change the number of days in a year. That's because the rotational period of the Earth 
and the revolutionary period of the Earth are completely unrelated. In other words, the length of a day and the 
length of a year aren't on speaking terms. 

Each year really does last 365.24 (roughly) days, regardless of how you divide those days into hours and minutes. 
So, at the end of a year, you have about 1/4th of a day to add to catch up. This is awkward, so the current 
calendar does the only logical thing: add a day every 4th year, and then make corrections every century or so. 

We can divide the day however we want, but we would have ended up with the same problem of leap day. So, 
our perfect decimal calendar would still need 365 days each year for 3 years, and then 366 for the fourth. These 
aren't very "decimally" numbers! 

Now, you could go about adding seconds, or even minutes, instead, but this just gets more and more confusing. 
Once every 4 years is simple enough, and it solves the problem with enough accuracy that adjustments are only 
required every century or so. 

So, can we do any better? Here's my proposal for a simpler calendar that I think does the best of both: 

• Get rid of months entirely. Days are numbered 1 - 365 (or 366 in leap years). The question of "What's 
the date?" is answered "200" instead of "June 14th" (or 13th in a non-leap year!) The leap day is added 
at the END of the year, so it doesn't screw up the numbering of days throughout the year (Christmas is 
always 359, for example). 

• Get rid of weeks entirely, too. The "work week" is already becoming a thing of the past, with lots of 
people getting days off mid-week (or, sadly, not at all). You could divide the year up in whatever way 
worked well for your profession (by groups of 7 if you like tradition, or 10 or 15 or 23 or whatever if it 
worked better for your particular business). I'm a teacher, and we have 6-week card markings (weird, I 
know, but that's how we roll). My school could break the calendar up into 42-day chunks and schedule 
accordingly. Flexibility!  

• 10 hours in a day, 100 minutes in an hour, 100 seconds in a minute. This gives seconds that are slightly 
shorter than current seconds, minutes that are slightly longer than current minutes, and hours that are 
more than twice as long as current hours. No more AM or PM, either (sorry, America, but like the metric 
system you are also totally wrong on this one). Work starts at around 3.5 and ends at 7. 

• Oh yeah, no more colon for time. 3:37:51??? Heck no! How about 3.6308. Need more decimal places for 
accuracy? Add as many as you like. 

• A little unrelated, but no more time zones either. Work in England starts at 3.5 and ends at 7. Work in 
Michigan starts at 6 and ends at 0.5. No more of this "is it 6 hours behind or 5?" 

• Oh, and no more daylight savings time, either. Sheesh this one needs to die. 
• Finally, it's time and then day and then year when we're writing the whole thing out (America...you're 0 

for 3 here). 

So, right now, it's 9:27AM on April 18th. But in my system it's about 3.94 on day 109 (or 3.94/109/2016). Dates 
are really handy, too (just one number!) "When is your birthday?" "87"! Yeah, we can keep the number of years. 
Or change it. I think I've done enough damage already. 

 
https://www.quora.com/How-can-calendar-be-re-designed-to-be-more-convenient-and-
scientific?q=dave%20consiglio%20how%20can%20calendar%20be%20re-designed 
 


